
n o v e m b e r  11   -  2 0 ,  2 0 2 2

I F TA  S T U DY TO U R

italy

pre travel notes

IF

TA  i n

  I T
A

Ly  202
2 

  



Buongiorno, IFTA Members,

With all thoughts these days on the apples that have been harvested and those yet 
to be picked from our orchards, perhaps you can carve out some dream time for 
our upcoming study tour to northern Italy: state-of-the-art orchards, pasta and wine 
(pasta e vino), state-of-the-art orchard technologies, incredible cheeses and char-
cuterie (formaggio e salumi incredibili), the towers of Bologna, the towering Dolomite 
mountains, the romantic canals of Venice, and above all, the graciousness of our 
Italian hosts!

Arriving in Bologna, the city of tortellini, ancient towers, and the world’s oldest university, 
we’ll hit the ground running the next day at EIMA, the International Agricultural and 
Gardening Machinery Exhibition. Here we’ll view the latest in agricultural equipment, 
including advances in electric tractors, mechanization, irrigation, autonomous robotics, 
sustainable farming practices, and climate modification strategies. For the most studious 
participants, the next day we are privileged to have Dr. Luca Corelli-Grappadelli (the 
2020 IFTA Wallace Heuser Presidential Lecturer) host us with his dedicated colleagues 
from the University of Bologna’s renowned tree fruit research team to share their cut-
ting edge apple and stone fruit research and orchard technology trials. By the time we 
leave Bologna, we’ll likely already be losing track of how many types of pasta, cheese, 
and wine we’ll have encountered to sustain our energy!

Then we’ll hit the road to Venice, stopping along the way near Ferrara to visit high 
density and bi-axe apple, cherry, and pear orchards. With all of this study of Italian 
orchard production innovations, we will deservedly take a day of relaxation traversing 
the canals and cafés of Venice to broaden our cultural horizons. Thus refreshed, the 
following day will be one of intensive travel northward to Bolzano, stopping along the 
way at both outstanding grower orchards and the Laimburg Fruit Research Centre 
nestled at the base of the Dolomite mountains, where 2022 IFTA Speaker Christian An-
dergassen and his colleagues will host us. We’ll attempt to learn as much as possible 
before winter darkness closes in, as the Laimburg scientists are involved in new apple 
variety development and evaluation, continued evolutions of orchard training and 
production systems, organic apple production, and irrigation and soil management 
techniques.

Finally arriving at our penultimate study destination, Bolzano, we’ll have two days
to attend Interpoma, the only international trade show devoted exclusively to all 
things apple (though who’s to say that some ideas, techniques, and technologies we 
may experience won’t also translate to similar areas of new production and packing 
concepts for cherries, peaches, and pears as well?). Interpoma is comprised of the 
massive trade show exhibition as well as optional in-depth presentations and tours of 
the incomparable South Tyrol apple production region. My advice – pack lightly with 
the necessary essentials for orchard tours and enjoyable dinners, and plan to fill up 
any extra space in your suitcase with exhibition handouts, wines, cheeses, and other 
cultural treasures to accompany the many vivid memories, ideas, and new friendships
that you will return home with. Buon viaggio!

A LETTER FROM GREG LANG
i f ta  e d u c at i o n  d i r e c t o r



It is important that you do the following:

Complete the Pre Travel Survey at www.IFTAtravel.com by 
October 12. This is required for each traveler. Flight information to 
coordinate your airport transfers and general preferences will be recorded.

TRAVELER TO-DO LIST

aBook optional activities at Interpoma. 

The 2-day admission to the tradeshow/
marketplace is included in your IFTA in 
ITALY package. There are optional tours and 
a conference program called Congress. You 
may sign up for these things separately, 
at additional cost. Note Onward Travel is 
not handling registration for Congress or 
Interpoma’s tours - please register directly 
if you wish to participate. 
Registration and details at:

 www.fierabolzano.it/en/interpoma

Interpoma Congress
Happening 9am-12pm each day, 69€ per 
session, 54€ with discount code.

Thursday 17 November 2022 | New dynam-
ics in the US apple industry     
DISCOUNT CODE: IPO22EAB01000001GRP

Friday 18 November 2022 | Robotic harvest 
DISCOUNT CODE: IPO22EAB02000002GRP

Interpoma Tours
9 tours offered throughout the convention, 
90€ per tour.

aSend yourself an electronic copy of your
CDC Covid-19 vaccination card and passport. 

aDownload WhatsApp on your smartphone. 
Join the IFTA in ITALY WhatsApp group 
linked at www.IFTAtravel.com. The chat 
group is for announcements only, only 
admins can post, but it will be an excellent 
way for you to get info on the go in Italy.

aPer the enclosed Traveler Info Sheet, if 
you need to update emergency contact or  
passport info, you can do that on the Pre 
Travel Survey. Note your emergency con-
tact must be someone not traveling with 
you on this tour.

aConsider trip insurance: if you’d like to 
protect yourself against trip cancellation 
or interruption due to a Covid-19 infection, 
as well as protection against many other 
scenarios, we recommend Travelex trip 
insurance. You can read about their Covid 
coverage at:

www.travelexinsurance.com/covid19 

If you purchase a Travelex policy, please 
use our location #32-0704 so we get a 
copy of your policy automatically. If you did 
not use the location number but purchased 
a policy, please forward it to us. You can 
find more info at:

 www.onwardtravel.co/trip-insurance

aDouble check the enclosed Traveler Info
Sheet and make sure your itinerary is 
displayed correctly as are any allergies, 
dietary restrictions, or special accommo-
dations needed.

aLabel your luggage with the enclosed 
luggage tag. Make sure any hand luggage 
or medical devices are labeled, too.
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 d ay  by  d ay    O v e r v i e wd ay  by  d ay    O v e r v i e w
day 1: 

november 11
- Arrival in Bologna
airport transfer provided
- Check in at Tower Hotel
- Welcome dinner

day 2: 
november 12

- EIMA Show in Bologna
CT: Home experience 
cooking class
- Optional group dinner*

day 3: 
november 13

- EIMA Show in Bologna
- Optional Greg Lang Field Trip
- CT: Emilia Romagna gourmet 
day trip (optional for study 
tour attendees)

day 6: 
november 16

- Transfer from Venice to 
Bolzano
- Orchard tours in Trento
- CT: Sirmione Castle & 
lunch in Lake Garda

- Group dinner*

day 7: 
november 17

- Interpoma Show in 
Bolzano
CT: Winery visit and 
Tyrolean lunch

day 8: 
november 18

- Interpoma Show in 
Bolzano
CT: Free day in Bolzano, 
option to attend 
Interpoma*
- Farewell group 
dinner & party

On these nights a shuttle bus will be provided to take participants 
back and forth between the hotel and the historic center of Bologna

ITALY

A detailed daily timetable 
will be distributed upon 
arrival in Italy



 d ay  by  d ay    O v e r v i e wd ay  by  d ay    O v e r v i e w
day 4: 

november 14
- Transfer from Bologna 
to Venice Marcon
- Orchard tours in 
Ferrara/Vicenza
CT: Chioggia and Padua’s 
Scrovegni Chapel
- Group dinner

day 5: 
november 15

-“Choose your own 
adventure” sightseeing 
day in Venice*

- Option to stay in Venice 
into the evening

day 9: 
november 19

- Transfer from Bolzano 
to a hotel at Milan Malpensa 
Airport or Venice Marco 
Polo Airport*
- Stop in Verona on the way 
for a day of sightseeing
- Alps Extension departs 
Bolzano mid-morning

day 10: 
november 20

- Departure day
transfer from hotel to 
airport provided

CT = Companion Tour
* = Please communicate 
your preferences on the 
pre-travel survey

HOTELS

Best Western Plus
Tower Hotel Bologna
Viale Ilic Uljanov Lenin 43
40138 Bologna
November 11-14

Antony Palace Hotel
Via Enrico Mattei 26
30020 Marcon (Veneto)
November 14-16

Parkhotel Laurin
Via Laurin 4
39100 Bolzano
November 16-19

MXP AIRPORT HOTEL:
Holiday Inn Express
Via de Pinedo Ang
21019 Casa Nuove 
November 19-20

VCE AIRPORT HOTEL:
Antony Palace Hotel
Via Enrico Mattei 26
30020 Marcon (Veneto)
November 19-20

Arrival in Bologna______
When you enter the 

arrivals hall at 
Bologna Guglielmo 

Marconi Airport (BLQ), 
look for the 

Onward Travel
 representative 
holding a sign 
reading “IFTA.”

Wait in the arrivals 
area if you don’t see the 

person right away.

If you experience 
any flight delays or 
rebookings en route 

please send 
an update to:

letsgo@onwardtravel.co

If you’ll be arriving 
by train or other-
wise, make sure
to note that on 

the Pre Travel Survey
and we’ll be in

touch to confirm
your transportation
to Bologna Tower

Hotel.

Travelers coming 
from the Florence
early arrival tour
will go directly

to the Bologna hotel.



Packing List:
	 aPassport! Double check that it is valid for at least three months beyond the date of 
     travel. TIP: Email yourself a color copy of your passport. If you lose/misplace your  
     passport it will make the replacement process much easier.

 aA hair dryer, soap, and shampoo will be provided for you at the hotels, so no need 
                    to pack them. You may wish to bring conditioner. Most European hotels do not 
                    have American style washcloths, so if you are accustomed to one you may want to  
                    pack it.

	 aA small backpack or bag that goes across if your body to carry your camera, extra  
                    layers, souvenirs, etc. is advisable.

 aRain gear. Bring a small umbrella and/or a windbreaker in case of a rainy day.

 aA notebook and pen and you may want a clipboard for taking notes in orchards.

	 aYour CDC Covid-19 Vaccination Card. 
 

 A FEW MORE THINGS TO PACK:
  =Camera, battery charger, extra SIM cards.

  =Refillable water bottle.

  =Electricity adaptor.

  =Sunglasses and a hat.

  =Face masks.

  =Earplugs, sleeping mask, travel pillow.

WEATHER & PACKING
WEATHER  November will be a nice time to travel 
to Italy. Crowds have thinned and the seasonal fall 
cuisine is delicious. The seasons are changing so
be ready for sunny days, chilly nights and potential 
for some rain. Days will be getting shorter and by 
the end of the tour weather may even feel wintry.

PACKING Dress throughout the tour is casual. 
Be sure to bring sturdy, comfortable shoes for 
orchard tours and cobblestone streets, and 
layers will be very important, including a jacket, 
a sweater, and maybe even a scarf. Cocktail 
party attire is optional for the farewell party.

We will be moving 
around a lot as a large 

group so please try 
to limit your packing 
to one suitcase and a 

personal item.

ELECTRICITY
Electricity in Italy is 220-240v, 50Hz AC. Plugs are round pin with two prongs. 
An adaptor will be needed, specifically you’ll need a “Type E” adaptor. 

Most modern electronics, like your laptop or phone, have a built in voltage convertor. But you 
need to be especially careful with anything that heats up or has a motor, like a curling iron or 
shaver - check your appliance for a label with its voltage requirements to see if you also need 
a voltage convertor.

TYPE E PLUG



TYPE E PLUG

CELL PHONES & 
TECHNOLOGY

CELL PHONE SERVICE
Many travelers elect to add international service to 
their cell phone plan which is typically $10/day. With 
AT&T this service is called Passport, with Verizon it is 
TravelPass. Others find that wifi keeps them sufficiently 
in the loop and connected thanks to WhatsApp, Skype, 
social media apps, email, etc. The easiest way to avoid 
roaming is to put your phone on airplane mode and 
connect to wifi when it is  available. 

If your phone is unlocked, there is also the option to 
add an “E-Sim,” which saves a considerable amount of 
money over the international plan. Check out an E-Sim 
app like Airalo to see if it will work for you.

Communication Apps to 
Download:
a WhatsApp allows texting 
and calling over wifi and is very 
convenient. As long as both 
parties have WhatsApp, texting 
and calling with the app is free. 
Once you have the app you can 
join the IFTA in ITALY group, 
linked at www.iftatravel.com 

a	Skype is great for keeping in 
touch with friends and family at 
home. Add some money to your 
account and you can effortlessly 
call mobiles and landlines at 
home from your smartphone, 
tablet or computer over wifi, or 
call Skype-to-Skype for free.

CREDITCREDIT & MONEY& MONEYCARDSCARDS

trentino - alto adiGe

CASH ATMs are the best place to exchange 
money. You’ll pay an ATM fee (usually ~ 
$5) but you’ll get the best exchange rate 
with no commission. Note that your bank 
may charge a foreign transaction fee. 
Upon arrival, withdraw cash using your 
debit card at the airport. Please note, if 
an ATM asks you if you want to accept its 
conversion rate you should always select 
NO. You will still get your cash but at a 
better exchange rate. ATMs are readily 
available throughout Italy.

CREDIT CARDS Be sure to call your credit 
card company before the trip so they know 
you are overseas, otherwise they may freeze 
your account. Also check and see if your card 
charges foreign transaction fees so you know 
what to expect on your bill, and can plan the 
smartest way to use your credit card. Credit 
cards are widely accepted in Italy. If, when 
the payment is processing, you are ever 
given the option to pay in local currency or 
USD, choose local currency for a better rate.

CURRENCY Italy is on the Euro, and 
the USD is very strong against the
Euro right now - practically equal 1:1!



bologna

 c o n t a c t sc o n t a c t s

Molly Crist
onward travel
Tour Coordinator
molly@onwardtravel.co
267-825-5880

Jeff Cleveringa
IFTA
IFTA President
jeffc@starranch.com
509-750-0060

Greg Lang
IFTA
Education Director
langg@msu.edu
517-256-7785

Kat Clauhs Dhand
Onward travel
Tour Coordinator
katerina@onwardtravel.co
845-636-3626

For general questions:
letsgo@onwardtravel.co

Covid-19 Update
Covid-19 vaccination is required to travel with Onward Travel. Please have your CDC card 
handy during the tour as you may be required to present it to access some restaurants or 
venues. 

At this time, no Covid-19 testing is required to travel to/from Italy and the United States. 
However, if you have cold symptoms or are feeling unwell, please test before traveling. Our 
group’s good health is a top priority and everyone needs to take a considerate and proactive 
role. Here are some suggestions ~

 a	Consider reducing possible Covid exposure for a period of time leading up to  
                       your travels.

	 a	Get boosted! If you can get boosted a few weeks before the tour, you’ll have 
       maximum protection. Especially against some of the new variants.

 a	Be cautious while traveling ~ wear the enclosed N-95 mask (or similar) on the  
                      airplane and while in transit. 

We will have rapid tests on hand in Italy. If you feel Covid-like symptoms, please test. If IFTA 
in ITALY participant(s) test positive, Onward Travel will assist on the ground with the travel 
interruption. Travelers who test positive may no longer continue with the tour. But we’ll help 
as much as possible with reorganizing plans and figuring out a suitable “Plan B.”

venice


